Acts 1 & 2 – Doctrine of Baptism of the Holy Spirit

These notes are designed to be used after having heard the corresponding sermon from our ‘Courageous Discipleship’ sermon series.
Read through them and prayerfully consider each of the questions.

If your Small Group has a discussion around the weeks talk then read through these notes beforehand so that you are already thinking of some of the issues surround the message.

WAIT

The Holy Spirit was poured out upon all of those that ‘waited’ and then received what God had promised.

QUESTION:

1. Are you someone that is happy to wait and encounter God before stepping out and reaching out to others or do you prefer to operate out of your own strength?

2. Often when we operate out of our own strength for too long we find we run dry, get tired, irritable, lose joy, get frustrated and sometimes burn out.

ACTION:

1. Take a moment to get before God and ask Him to show you areas of your life where you’re doing your own thing, perhaps separate from Him.

2. Ask God to come and fill you, to lead you – Thank Him for the fact that you are a son/daughter of God and that the well done of heaven is spoken over you regardless of what you do or don’t do.
3. Purpose in your heart and make a commitment or promise to God that you are intent on honouring Him, working in partnership with Him and pointing to Him (not yourself!) as you go about living your life for Him.

GIFT

The Holy Spirit is a free ‘gift’ that can be enjoyed by all people that have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Saviour:

Joel 2:28-29

 28 “And afterward, 

   I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

   your old men will dream dreams, 

   your young men will see visions. 

29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 

   I will pour out my Spirit in those days.

QUESTION:

1. Have you received the gift of the Holy Spirit in your life?

If not:

· Are there any fears that you have about receiving the Holy Spirit?

If you have:

· What changes have you noticed as a result of what God has given you?
ACTION:

Speak about these experiences with other Christians, perhaps in your Small Group.

HISTORY

What is your ‘history’ with God?

Have you been disappointed or disillusioned in the past or are you in that place at the moment?

ACTION:

1. Take time to go through different situations or memories in your mind perhaps where you have experienced disappointment with God and ask Him for His forgiveness and His encouragement.

Ask that He would reveal more of His Fathers heart to you as a child of God.

2. Thank God for all that He has done in your life, thank Him for situations, for the work of Jesus on the cross.

Often we can build barriers in our lives by standing in judgement against God for our frustrations – This can be a barrier to seeing God as He truly is and receiving all that He has for you
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