Acts 1:8 – Receiving Power in the Holy Spirit – David King

These notes are designed to be used after having heard the corresponding sermon from our ‘Courageous Discipleship’ sermon series.

Read through them and prayerfully consider each of the questions.

If your Small Group has a discussion around the weeks talk then read through these notes beforehand so that you are already thinking of some of the issues surround the message.

Acts 1:8 - ESV
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Questions for personal reflection:

1. Do you expect your life to have a global impact?
2. Is this power automatic in my life?
3. Is this power regardless of the faith I exercise?
4. Is this power equal to the level of prayer I exercise?
5. How do you know if you have it or not?
6. Can we have received baptism in the Holy Spirit & then drifted away from an awareness of the Holy Spirits power and become religious?

What is this power?
This power is God Himself.

When the Holy Spirit comes upon you He acts in and through you to transform you and the world around you.
QUOTE…
“The Holy Spirit fuses Himself to our spirit and transforms us into the image of Christ so that we live as He lived.”
QUESTION…
As a result of your living life in a relationship with God under the power of the Holy Spirit are you…

a. …being changed?

b. …making a difference?
What is the effect of this power?

We have to have an understanding and an expectation that…

· …when there is power around it has an effect!
· …power always changes things!
· …that when the power of living life in relationship with the Holy Spirit that we will become powerful world changers.

The Gospel has to be communicated with power on it – If power wasn’t necessary then the pouring out of the Holy Spirit would have never been essential.
The Crisis of the Holy Spirit

When the Gospel is shared in the power of the Holy Spirit people are brought into a premature judgement and people are faced with the question…

· “How will I come out of this judgement?”
· “Am I assured of my standing before God?”

QUESTION…
Are you living with an awareness of the crisis that mankind is under.
QUOTE…
False Gods get challenged when the power of the Holy Spirit is present - People feel a Godly fear in Gods presence

The Gospel needs to be communicated amidst the backdrop of the reality of mankind’s ultimate destination outside of an authentic relationship with Jesus Christ

The Holy Spirit ‘compels’ people towards the character and nature of God – There is a sense of Holy awe and reverent fear that is in the midst of the presence of God.
How is this power received and preserved?

In Acts 1:14 it says that the disciples “…were devoted to prayer”
QUESTION…
…are you ‘devoted’ to prayer?

devote |diˈvōt|  -  verb [ with obj. ]

(devote something to) give all or a large part of one's time or resources to (a person, activity, or cause)
The power of the Holy Spirit is opposed by the devil, the enemy of the Christian.
He will intimidate, daunt and put things in your way like fear, discouragement and distraction.
The power was poured out upon those that were waiting in prayer for the Holy Spirit to come upon them.

QUESTION…

…are you powerful?
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