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Be Counter-Cultural - Romans 12:1-2

Introduction:
Fulfilling the Kings Mission - Part 4

Question : 
What is the Kings mission?

Answer : 
To freely bring the Kingdom

Going to build a bit on Adams sermon from last week “Hear, think & live the truth”

We’re going to look at first half of Romans 12 and see how we are called to “Be Counter-Cultural” – That is also the title of today’s message; “Be Counter-Cultural”
I’m not going to have a traditional 3 point structure to today’s sermon.

My aim today is going to be to show how Jesus was counter-cultural, and that we too are called or sent to be counter cultural and that the Holy Spirit is the key to living this out.

I’m not going to give you pointers of things you must go and do once you leave here to put this into practice in your life.

But we are going to present you, each and every one, with an opportunity to come and receive a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit so that you will be better equipped and refreshed for the daily realities of God’s calling on your life.

Define culture = all the knowledge and values shared by a group or society 

Romans 12 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
By the mercies of God…

Mercy = Not getting what you do deserve – What do we deserve, separation from God, death, torment
You have been let off the hook! – Christ has taken your place.

So in the light of the fact that Jesus has bought you freedom, get on with…

… present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Paul is saying that now we have been brought out of sin, why should we still go on in the same patterns, lets make every effort live in a way that is holy and acceptable to God.

Some will shout out “BUT THAT’S LEGALISM!!!”

But it’s not – It’s a natural reaction to the expression of Gods mercy in our lives…

Yes it is true that we are unable to live in a way that is pleasing to God, but this is before we received His Holy Spirit – The very Spirit that leads us and guides us into all truth…
John 16:13
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come
John 4:23-24

23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
Once we accept Christ our slates are wiped clean, we are off the hook...

... then we can receive the Holy Spirit as a free gift, the Spirit of Truth...  this Spirit will truthfully guide us in every situation...

With the help of this Spirit we are then empowered to daily live out our lives in a way that is pleasing to God, as a living testimony to the fact that we have been set free from the grip of sin and death in our lives...

...this is our spiritual worship...   NOT just doing the Sunday, Sunday thing, going through the motions, but actually living life guided by the Holy Spirit, day by day, 24/7 for 3 score and ten (if your lucky) – 70 years!
CLICK HERE – Toilet man
The people around you are watching you!!!   God has given us His spirit, in His grace we have been empowered to be a living testimony to His goodness, not to our works...

Mercy = Not getting what you do deserve – What do we deserve, separation from God, death
Grace = Getting what you don’t deserve. – We get the free gift of the Holy Spirit!!!
...the very reason we should then strive to live out ‘holy and acceptable’ lives is to glorify Him, not to glorify ourselves, because in saving us we have been glorified in Chirst already, so WHEN we stuff up, (and we will stuff up)... it doesn’t matter ...  that’s the point of mercy and grace... God has done all the hard work so we don’t have to!  We get Christs 100% perfect record as a swapsie for all our sins, past, present AND future!
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
Many of us have world views and opinions that haven’t been renewed.  We have become integrated into our culture in such a way that it we are indistinguishable from that which we have been brought out of.  (given freedom from)
Personally I feel that this is the scandal of 20th century day evangelism…

We are told that we must integrate into culture, become so much like those that are around us that we are indistinguishable from them, we blend in like chameleons and then slowly, slowly, over days, weeks, months and years we drip-feed our pre-Christian colleagues a diluted form of Christianity so as not to be seen as too aggressive or too overt in our mission of rescuing people from the jaws of death and eternal torment – That’s not what the bible teaches, where have we got that from!

The bible teaches that God has come and made His home in us and that the same resurrection power that raised Christ from the dead lives in us – It is compelling, unstoppable and once understood and released it will change us and the world around us!

We are called to be counter cultural – That’s a fact.

You only need look at the two greatest preachers/evangelists/prophets in the New Testament:

John the Baptist – Old Covenant (but New Testament)
Here is a guy that was so counter-cultural that it was frightening.

· When John grew up, God called him to be a preacher and reformer.

· But John was no well-dressed "feel good" preacher.
· He lived in the wilderness and ate grasshoppers and wild honey.
· He wore primitive clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt. (Dude amongst dudes)
· John bluntly told people they would suffer the wrath of God if they did not change their ways.
· Yet, when John preached, people felt that God was working among them, and huge crowds of people went into the wilderness to listen to him.  (They went to him!)
· John announced that the kingdom of God was coming near.

Jesus Christ – New Covenant
· He was patient, kind loving.
· Wasn’t concerned with his own status, but came to serve.

· He didn’t come to judge the world but to set it free.
· The way he treated women was counter cultural



- Woman at well (Samaria – Jews didn’t associate, let alone a female one!)


- Cast the first stone lady


- Dining with tax collectors (counter cultural - Pharisees)
The Kingdom culture that the Holy Spirit brings is actually opposed to much of what our contemporary culture calls truth and the values that it stands for, promotes and represents.
As a church we’re well acquainted with verses such as:

The Kingdom of heaven is near / at hand

The Kingdom of heaven is within

As we look at the life of Christ it is blatant that he was completely counter cultural.  At no point was he conformed to the pattern or demands of this world.

Jesus knew what he carried, he knew his authority.  The Spirit that he operated in was counter-cultural and at no point did he relent on the mission that he had been commissioned for by the Father.
John 20:21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”

As we look at Jesus, what he did and how he did it, he is saying, “this is my mission, I was sent to do this, to bring a different Kingdom, to bring true freedom and I am now sending you to do the same!”

Jesus represented the Kingdom, as a true ambassador that lived it out in the here and now of Roman rule in Israel 2,000 years ago.  He brought a new order, the true order of things that once were and that will come again in their completeness upon his return - Call it what you will but Jesus calls us to be different, to be counter cultural!

In Romans 12:2 we are told to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  Adam touched on this last week... that we need to be filling up on truth, from the Bible, from worship, from teaching and preaching, from our friends that are Christians, through prayer... it doesn’t matter how we access this truth but we are called to see things from Heavens perspective, from Gods perspective so that we can discern what is good, acceptable and perfect.
CLICK HERE – 3 year old raised from dead
I like that there are 3 different categories here for Gods will :

1 – Good - ἀγαθός  - agathos (Greek)
1) of good constitution or nature

2) useful

3) pleasant, agreeable, joyful, happy

4) excellent, distinguished

5) upright, honourable

2 – Acceptable - εὐάρεστος – euarestos (Greek)
1) well pleasing, acceptable

3 – Perfect - τέλειος – teleios (Greek)
1) brought to its end, finished

2) wanting nothing necessary to completeness

3) that which is perfect

4) maturity
So if you have a choice in a situation that you find yourself in, whether it be at home, at work, in your neighborhood, at the school gate, anywhere – And it’s outcome is one of the above 3 things = That’s Gods will.
But if you are presented with a choice and the outcome isn’t going to be one of those three things then there’s a very big chance that you’re going to be making a decision that isn’t part of Gods will for your life.
I’ve had many conversations with people recently that have been put in compromising situations in their workplaces – They have had options before them of what they could do, different ways of reacting or acting out..
Some people work in schools or prisons or hospitals.  Places where their spiritual gifts of mercy and compassion or teaching are put to great use, but also places where our current culture has limited our freedom of speech in the guise of political correctness.

Illus – Alpha in Prison – Muslim lads, we have to be careful in how we approach that!

Illus – Natalie – NHS & school – Caution as to if it’s safe to talk about the hope we have in Jesus.

Many of you will be able to relate to this – We are told that it is brilliant that we live in a society where we have freedom of expression of speech – But in reality that freedom is only allowed to be expressed by those that oppose the Kingdom Culture that is brought by Jesus.

Daily we are bombarded with the gay agenda through our media, daily we are exposed to offensive language and images of an explicit sexual nature, our society is overwhelmed with addiction to alcohol and drugs.  Greed and idolatry pervade every area of society.
There is freedom to be free to enter into things that will bind us up – But restriction on expression of true freedom as found in Jesus!  We are muted by political correctness in being able to address and speak into areas that are contrary to that of the Kingdom.
We are told in

Hebrews 12:3

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.
Jesus made many, many tough choices… ones that made him unpopular with those around him.  He refused to conform to the opinions and values around him that were contradictory to the Kingdom and that would dishonor His relationship with God Father.
Ultimately it cost him his life, it cost nearly all the disciples their lives and multitudes of martyrs have laid their lives down since then as a living sacrifice to the hope they have in Jesus Christ because they weren’t prepared to relent and give ground on their position in Christ.
Illustration

It reminds me of the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the Old Testament book of Daniel.

They were in King Nebuchadnezzar’s courts and told they must bow down and worship the statue the King had erected.  He was now to be their God!

They flat refused and were faced with the prospect of death if they didn’t do this, but it would have meant them relenting their faith in God.

They still refused and made the statement directly to the King that their God was able to save them from this fiery fate but even if he didn’t there was no way they would worship any other God or image.

The 3 young men got bound up and then thrown into the furnace – A 4th man appearing like ’a son of the gods’ appeared and recued/protected them.

King Nebuchadnezzar was overwhelmed and stated that the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego was the only true God.

quote – acts martyrs
In life we too have times when we must make some tough choices – Sometimes they can be choices that make us unpopular because we refuse to go with the flow, we go against the tide, against the culture around us – This is where things get really tough and where faith is tested to it’s limits – In the media you see increased occurrences of people losing their jobs due to their faith.
We are instructed to consider him, that Jesus was able to deal with it (to the point of death) and that we are in him and empowered by the free gift of his Spirit so we too can deal with anything and everything.  We will be made strong in our weakness and given the ability to be able to endure, more than that, to conquer.
There is a great quote from the new Robin Hood film that says:

“Rise & rise again until lambs become lions”

pic – robin hood quote
The culture of the world is against everything to do with the Kingdom… it is in a fallen state and is groaning for the day when it will be renewed…  the system (or culture) of our world tries to oppress the movement of the Spirit and to burden us so that we forget the power that dwells inside of us…  we are called to rise and rise again and overcome our timidity and be zealous in our relationship and devotion to God.
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (The Message)

 3-6The world is unprincipled. It's dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn't fight fair. But we don't live or fight our battles that way—never have and never will. The tools of our trade aren't for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ. Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity.
video – demolition
We’ve looked at how we’ve been given the free gift of the Spirit but we also have been graced with tools, what are these tools? …

Romans 12:6-8

6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

These spiritual gifts are our tools… we are encouraged to use them and to use them well, that we have been given a measure of faith within which to operate our gifts, and I believe that as we use them more our faith grows and in turn our gifts become more effective.
But the main point of all of these gifts is that they aren’t really gifts that are designed for one person, they are gifts that are designed to be used around and amongst others for their benefit and edification.
And that’s the encouragement that I want to finish up on…

God has lavished you with mercy and grace… you are acceptable and you have full access to Him and all that He is…

He has given you His Holy Spirit to guide you and equip you for all that is before you, both good and bad, tough or easy… His Spirit is sufficient and all powerful…

But more importantly it is that same Spirit that will bring about change in every sphere of influence you find yourself in… the home, at work, at school, when you’re shopping… everywhere…  but unless our minds are transformed we are unlikely to be able to discern Gods will for our lives and to release others into the freedom that awaits them.

Colossians 3:1-2
1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
I want to ask you now, if you have been raised with Christ, then seek the things that are above… 
Set your mind on the things (the values, the culture) that are above…  that is how you will Fulfill the Kings Mission.
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