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Introduction

Highlight from Newday for me:

***Read Giraffe News***

It’s amazing to see the Spirit of God moving powerfully, to see signs and wonders, healings, for people to be added in great numbers.

This Newday report is very similar to the biblical account as reported by Luke in Acts 2.

Context

The book of Acts is written by Luke, a physician and a friend of the apostle Paul.

Acts is the 2nd letter in a 2 part series.  It follows on from the Gospel of Luke and is written as an account for a man called Theophilus.

Acts is a bridge between the 4 Gospels to the rest of the New Testament and historians estimate it would have been written sometime around 62-64AD.

The book shows how the Apostles, filled by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost carried on Christ’s work and the Gospel then subsequently spreading from Jerusalem throughout Judea, Samaria and the rest of the Mediterranean world.

Acts picks up from the end of the Gospels, Jesus has died and been resurrected after 3 days, then ascended to the heavens after another 40 days. 

The disciples and other followers of Jesus (approx. 120 people in all) are worshipping together in one place when the Holy Spirit falls on them.  They all go out into the city speaking in foreign tongues that are understood by passers by, they are all getting a Gospel message in their own language!  The the apostle Peter stands and explains to the onlookers and doubters what is happening - This is where we pick up the story... 

Acts 2:36-38, 41-47

[36]Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."

[37]Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" [38]And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

[41]So those who received his word were baptised, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

[42] And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

[43] And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. [44] And all who believed were together and had all things in common. [45] And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. [46] And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, [47] praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
I’m completely in love with the church that is shown in Acts 2.

The Gospel is preached confidently, there are public demonstrations of Gods power through the Holy Spirit, people are being added to the Kingdom at an unbelievable rate.

This is a church on the move, a church that is glorious, full of the Spirit, full of action, full of apostolic teaching, full of relationship - This is a church that takes God seriously.

This is the bride of Christ! - They are living like they mean it!

Aims

I want to show you 4 choices you can make, personally,  that will hugely impact your life and the world around you! - That’s not a promise you hear everyday!!!

But I can confidently guarantee that if you willingly choose to go away and act upon what I show you today your life will never be the same again!

Exciting!!!

Prayer

So 3000 people have just been saved, they have been ‘cut to the heart’ and have seen Jesus as he truly is, their saviour - This is exactly what happened at Newday for hundreds of young people, they saw Jesus for who He truly is, it cut them to their heart, and they gave their life to Him...

So here in Acts 2 we see people committing their lives to God and then the community around them being transformed, people being added, as they begin to live the normal Christian life...

Revelation (of Christ) - Implementation (devotion/action) - Manifestation (fruit of Spirit)

 42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

What is devotion?

Devotion - Dictionary definition...

loyalty, faithfulness, constancy, commitment, allegiance, dedication; fondness, love, admiration, affection.

Devotion - Biblical definition...

προσκαρτερέω   proskartereō

1) to be devoted or constant to one
Devotion isn’t something that’s forced upon you or done under duress

There’s a personal choice in being devoted

Devotion is a choice to give yourself to something completely.

so...

Devotion requires action!!!

The reason we devote ourselves to something is because we have seen a quality in it that makes it desirable to us, we see something that makes it appealing.

Whatever we choose to devote ourselves to we will end up serving and also that thing will serve us (or reward us) in some way.

Give a few illustrations of how this works:

A level results in the news this Thursday

Hundreds of thousands of A-level students found out if they had done enough to secure themselves the grades required to go onto study at university.

These students chose to devote themselves to studying for their A-levels.

They read books, wrote essays, watched educational videos, attended classes and lectures.

They gave themselves to their education - The reward in this for them is hopefully the opportunity of opening up their desired career, of earning a good wage, of having a better life than if they had not devoted themselves to their education.

Example of relationships (friendship, family, marriage)

When I looked at the dictionary definition the first thing it made me think of was my wife:

Dictionary - Devotion

loyalty, faithfulness, constancy, commitment, allegiance, dedication; fondness, love, admiration, affection.

I’m a really lucky man.  We’ve been married for 4.5 years now and I’m pleased to say I’m devoted to my wife and I’m confident in saying she is devoted to me!

***Ask Natalie to stand up***

You’re a gift from God to me and I love you.  I know it’s difficult being married to me sometimes, we don’t get as much time together as we would sometimes like, things can get a bit busy and a bit crazy.  I’m not very good at showing it a lot of the time but I’m devoted to you.

I’ve got a little something just to help illustrate this point to you Natalie!

***Comment about flowers***

In my giving of myself to my wife (being devoted) it fosters a better relationship between us, devotion builds trust and also brings with it a level of stability so that when difficulties do come (and they do come!) deep down we both know that we have chosen to be devoted to one another.

Its the same with any other relationship we devote ourselves to - We decide we’re in it for the long haul and then we can out up with the difficulties because we have made a decision that we are committed and devoted to serving that relationship above all other things.

Whatever we choose to devote ourselves to we will end up serving and also that thing will serve us (or reward us) in some way.

I want to ask you a question -  What are you devoted to?
Don’t answer out loud, just ask God and He will highlight things to you...

What things in your life have you given yourself to?

What have you chosen to be a priority in your life?

Job, money, social status, particular lifestyle, family, sport (football, rugby, cricket), shopping,

I want to highlight 4 things that are in Acts 2:42 that when we choose them as our priority, not as our footnote in life, but our priority, it will transform our lives and the world around us!

What does ‘authentic/biblical’ Acts 2 devotion look like?

 42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

1 - Devoted to the apostles teaching...

The apostles had lived with and been discipled by Jesus for 3 years.  They had seen and been a part of his entire earthly ministry...

Their teaching wasn’t written down as the NT, they were the NT, they were living it!

illus:

WWJD bracelets

If anyone knew the answer to What Would Jesus Do it was the disciples.

They taught the people how to live God honouring lives in light of the fact that Jesus is their saviour.  The apostles opened themselves up to be examples to the people around them.

Adam Voke (our lead elder) taught in a recent sermon that we should look to be examples to those around us.  He showed that the apostles were confident in saying to those around them “follow me as I follow Christ” ... that essentially the Christian life is learnt through physical demonstration and imitation - That’s how the disciples learnt from Jesus, by being around him and imitating him, by doing the stuff!

We too have people around us that we can look to, we have wonderful teachers to lead us and instruct us from the scriptures - It’s important we know what we believe - Doctrine is so important, theology is important - We need to be 100% certain that what we believe, for every single aspect of our life is biblical otherwise our lifestyle will be inconsistent with Christ's message and we will be led down dead ends and have areas where we don’t experience true freedom.

We also have the people God has placed around us that we can look to as examples in key areas such as how they spend/save or give their money or how they lead their household and family, or how they conduct themselves in a difficult and challenging workplace environment.

I really want to encourage us all that we need to judge ourselves soberly, look at areas where we can see that we could do with input or support and open ourselves up to being shown new and exciting ways of living in freedom and doing everyday life that will ultimately bring more glory to God and impact the world around us.

2 - Devoted to the fellowship...

Fellowship = Gk word - koinōnia

Speaks of a close and intimate community of people

illus:

Lord of the Rings ‘Fellowship of the ring’ - Frodo and his colleagues are a group of people completely committed to each other and to the mission at hand.

The people in Acts 2 are completely committed to each other, meeting with one another, giving where there is a need, the result of devoting themselves to each other are clear... 

[44] And all who believed were together and had all things in common. [45] And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

Making ourselves available to other people can be hard - Really hard!

We disagree, we have arguments, we fall out with one another, we get the wrong end of the stick sometimes, we get tired and want me time..

That’s life! - Thats the reality of it!

But the Acts 2 church, led by the apostles saw that intimate community relationships was God honouring.  That it was attractive to the marginalised, to the broken, to the poor and the needy.

This type of Acts 2 relationship draws people into the very presence of God.

We’ve had people come into our church and the first thing they say is that they can feel the love, the deep, genuine relationships that are on display... it challenges people!

Some people run away from it, scared that they will be judged because they are aware of their sin and think that they will be shunned or exposed by God.

Many want more, they come in tentatively at first waiting for the catch, the small-print that says this isn’t what it really seems, and slowly they learn to love and to trust and to relate with others as God always intended them to.

I think this is an area where as a church we are fairly strong... give yourselves a pat on the back! ... but there is always more, and it honours God so much when we make our lives open to those around us so that they can experience the love of God made manifest in relationship with devoted believers.

3 - Devoted to the breaking of bread...

[46] breaking bread in their homes... with glad and generous hearts,

Much like we have shared communion this morning the early church also broke bread together regularly in remembrance of Christ’s substitutionary atonement on the cross.

Why do we observe Communion?

1. We observe Communion because the Lord told us to. 
We are to obey His commands: 

1 Corinthians 11:24 - and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

2.  In observing Communion we are remembering Christ and all that He has done for us in his life, death and resurrection: 
1 Corinthians 11:24 - and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

3.  When observing Communion we take time to examine ourselves: 
1 Corinthians 11:28 - Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

4.  In observing Communion we are proclaiming His death until He comes. It is, then, a statement of faith: 
1 Corinthians 11:26 - For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

5.  When we observe Communion we show our participation in the body of Christ.

His life becomes our life and we become members of each other: 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17  - 16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.

Communion is a sacrament - It’s a way that God administers His grace to us, there is power in taking it, it’s not just a ritual that we do to make ourselves feel better but it’s a living and active way that God comes and unites us together as one body, in Christ bu His Holy Spirit

Show of hands “Who here regularly takes communion at home?”

I’m not out to embarrass anyone or make anyone feel bad - HAAAAAAA

As I was preparing for this message this is the one area where I felt personally challenged more than any of the others.

There is grace for us if we ignore the gift of communion but I do believe that we are missing out on a massive part of what Jesus has for us if we do choose to limit its place to one Sunday a month here at church or on the occasional Small Group night.

It’s something I want to encourage you on, give yourself to it, devote yourself to communion, make it a priority, enjoy it with one another, publicly, privately, with your families, your friends and on our own.

4 - Devoted to prayer...

[46] And day by day, attending the temple together...

[47] praising God...

This early church community prayed - They enjoyed prayer!

They were thankful, they gave praise to God, regularly, daily.

Jesus was the son of God, and even he prayed.  If Jesus felt the need to pray to His own Father why should we be any different???

God loves you - Do you get that?  He really loves you!

More than that - God likes you! - He really, really, really likes you!  Do you get that?

God is interested in you taking time out to speak with him, to share what’s on your heart.

Prayer is our way of speaking with God.

Some of us take the view that God knows everything so why have I got to speak to him about it.

But that’s just neglect, if we were to treat all our relationships like that we would be lonely people - Relationships require conversation otherwise we can’t communicate.

God spoke and had heart relationships with Adam, Abraham, Moses, David and many others - That should excite us and move us towards prayer!

Romans 8:34 - Christ Jesus intercedes (prays) for us in heaven

Lets not neglect the importance of praying for those around us, for friends and work colleagues, for family, for the advancement of Gods Kingdom, for glory to come to His name - Kets keep on praying.

Prayer is one of our most powerful weapons - Don’t leave it on the sidelines unused!

Conclusion

The most important thing is that we need to be aware that the reason we do these 4 important things:

· Receive teaching
· Enter into fellowship
· Share communion
· Prayer / Talking with God
The reason that we do all these 4 things is because, just like the crowd in Acts 2, we’ve been cut to the heart - We’ve seen Jesus for who he really is, our saviour, the son of God.

It’s possible for us to do all of these 4 things and not involve Jesus (Pharisees)

We can be outwardly devoted to these 4 things but still remain inwardly cut off from Jesus as we do them.

Don’t be deceived into thinking that you will experience the fullness of Gods freedom in and around your life without committing to:

· Receive teaching
· Enter into fellowship
· Share communion
· Prayer / Talking with God
You don’t have to do any of these things, God is gracious and He lets us get on and do what we want!  We are still saved and we still have our security in Christ.  But trust me, you will go from high to low and be tossed from side to side if you ignore them.

These 4 things build a degree of spiritual maturity that comes from being rooted in God, knowing his perspective and ways - This only really comes from knowing him intimately and these 4 things help us know him more intimately.

These 4 things keep us focused and seeing things from Gods perspective 

Living like you mean it - Make these 4 things a priority in your life and I promise you your life will never be the same again!
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