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Intro

Bernard spoke excellently last week - 1 Corinthians 9

27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

For me running the marathon, all the training it involves, the extra time, energy and focus it take up means it can soon take over your life, and the scripture I’m going to look at today sort of picks up on this subject, things taking over your life! prominent & pre-eminent

QUESTION - What is prominent (important) & pre-eminent (surpassing all others, no1 thing) in your life? - (Title of sermon and also the main point!)
Most of us that are Christians would theologically say Jesus! - The right answer!

But if we’re honest the reality can be that that’s not the real deal

QUESTION - What do you find is the thing that often occupies your thoughts?  What do you daydream about?  What are you always talking about or mentioning to other people?  Is there something that you spend a lot of your money on?

Might I suggest that thing could be an idol in your life

For some of you that thing may very well be a good thing, it may even be a God-given thing!!! ???

QUOTE - John Calvin - French, Part of the reformation in 1500’s. Contemporary of Martin Luther

“The human heart is an idol factory”

The human heart will make a god (small ‘g’) out of whatever it can latch onto

QUOTE - Mark Driscoll - Pastor of Mars Hill Church in Seattle - book called ‘Doctrine’

“When a good thing becomes a god thing then it’s a bad thing!”

The scripture we’re looking at today is 1 Corinthians 10:1-22 & as you may have guessed it’s mostly about idols! - NIV version, words up on screen.

1 Corinthians 10:1-22

10
For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 

6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We should not test the Lord, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 

11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfilment of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 

18 Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in the altar? 19 Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons. 22 Are we trying to arouse the Lord’s jealousy? Are we stronger than he?

1 Corinthians 9 left off with Paul’s concern not to be disqualified for the prize and then he uses the imagery of the Israelites (forefathers) escaping from Egypt and wandering in the desert for forty years.

HISTORY LESSON

I want to start by looking at how we might put ourselves in danger of disqualification through either abusing or misunderstanding the spiritual privileges that are ours in Christ.

The Jewish people enjoyed great spiritual privileges and Paul lists five of them in verses 1–4
THEY WERE ALL ‘UNDER THE CLOUD’ (V. 1). ‘The cloud’ was the great symbol of God’s protection of Israel (Ps. 105:39), as well as the means of God’s guidance for them.

THEY ‘ALL PASSED THROUGH THE SEA’ (V. 1). Their passing through the Red Sea was a unique experience when what was a highway for them became a grave for the Egyptians.

THEY WERE ‘ALL BAPTISED INTO MOSES in the cloud and in the sea’ (v. 2). This is a way of saying that they were one with Moses (v. 2)—united with him—in all he did on their behalf. Moses is seen here as a type of Christ, bringing them from slavery into freedom.

As the Jews were united with Moses, so we too as Christians should be baptised and united with Jesus (who also takes us from slavery into freedom).

‘THEY ALL ATE THE SAME SPIRITUAL FOOD’ (V. 3). The manna is described here as ‘spiritual’ in the sense of supernatural—its origin was in heaven (Exod. 16:4, 13ff; cf. Ps. 78:24).

THEY ALL ‘DRANK THE SAME SPIRITUAL DRINK’ (V. 4). The ‘spiritual drink’ is a reference to the smiting of the rock in the wilderness to obtain water (Exod. 17:6; Num. 20:1–13).

Israel possessed the equivalent of the spiritual privileges that are ours through being ‘in Christ’. They were ‘spiritual’ in that they represented Jesus Christ who was the source of all the benefits the Israelites received throughout their time in the wilderness (v. 4).

· Protection
· Escape route (from sin)
· Solidarity, identity, purpose (becoming part of something)
· Provision (food & drink - everything we have comes from God - stewardship)
The Israelites experienced the visible and tangible presence of God in their midst.

The tragedy was that the Jewish people chose to abuse these privileges.

They didn’t understand that these spiritual privileges didn’t replace the necessity of living their lives for God, being devoted to him - They took God for granted, and gave their hearts to other things (vv. 1–5).

It says that they were disqualified from the prize: they did not enter the Promised Land since ‘God was not pleased with most of them’ (v. 5). - Caleb & Joshua, everyone under 20, the rest died in the wilderness.

I’m not at all saying we lose our salvation - But what I am saying is that God doesn’t reward our disobedience or unfaithfulness.

It says in 1 Corinthians 10 that the Israelites have been given to us as an example so we might avoid missing out on the prize of experiencing the joys of the Promised Land in this life - Our salvation is secure, but we could miss out on the joys in this life through disobedience.

Paul identifies four specific ways in which Israel displeased God (v6-v10):

(These 4 things are in my mind part of a process...)

1 - BY IDOLATRY (VV. 6, 7). Hearts turning from God...

The people danced around the golden calf (Exod. 32:6–19). There are other forms of idolatry into which we may fall. Coveting (yearning to possess something) and materialism (possessions will make me happy, not God) are some New Testament examples.

illustration with pictures - Story of me & vw camper vans (T2, T25 or T4)

Spending hours (literally days!) researching on internet (ebay, autotrader)

First thing I look at in morning, last thing at night (iphone)

Probably the thing that dominates my thoughts and conversations

Look closely at my life and you will see VW Camper vans everywhere.

I have surrounded myself with images of the thing that I desire so it’s always in my mind (prominent & pre-eminent).

1. I wear clothes that show clearly who my God is
2. I have one that hangs from my rear mirror in the car so I always see it when I’m driving
3. I have one in my front room that tells me the time, 
4. another 2 that look after my spare change for me
5. 2 that season my food for me
6. three more that quench my thirst
7. several in my line of sight in the office
Are you getting the picture!

QUESTION - What am I looking for from a camper van???

QUESTION - What am I hoping it will bring me?

QUESTION - Why do I desire one so much?

ANSWER - Identity? (surfer dude!)

ANSWER - Rest? (holidays)

ANSWER - Status? (make me someone in certain circles, significance)

We all have hearts that are susceptible to creating other things than God to meet these needs!

QUESTION - But can those things ultimately satisfy us and make us content?

NO THEY CANT!!!

Everything else will fade and spoil, it will overrun you and eat all your money and leave you feeling disappointed.

Idols are not living Gods that can respond to us, that can reciprocate our desires, they are cold, dead, lifeless objects - Nothing more!

We also become like the things that we worship:

· Alcohol - alcoholic
· Work - workaholic
· Pleasure - sex addict (hedonist)
· Possessions - Materialistic
· Football - Then you worship the team! (become like the players!)
We tend to surround ourselves with our idols, it takes us over and dictates what we do with our time, our thoughts and our money.

Search your heart and you will probably be aware of something that has taken up the prominent and pre-eminent place or is pushing real hard to get that priority in your life

I’ve seen countless friends shipwreck their faith in God as they have given themselves to pursuing idols: sometimes they have convinced themselves it’s for a good reason, it may be work, the demands of their job, their family life, it happens time and time again - It’s a sad reality!

We convince ourselves that these idols are good things, but then we give them the prominent and pre-eminent place and they become god things (idols) - and at that point those things become bad things.

We need to be constantly looking at our lives and guarding our hearts against things coming in and taking our worship away from God.

The battle ground starts in the heart.

Israel displeased God:
2 - BY SEXUAL IMMORALITY (V. 8). - Bodies turned from God... 

They were called to be set apart but Israel’s men indulged in sexual immorality with Moabite women (Num. 25:1, 9). 

Numbers 25:1-3

While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore with the daughters of Moab. 2 These invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel.

23,000 were killed by a plague sent by God because he wanted to purge the evil from the midst of Israel to keep them holy and devoted to him.

Corinth too had a massive issue as a city with sexual immorality.  We’ve heard in previous sermons how the word ‘corinthianise’ was a slang term for being promiscuous.

Overlooking the city of Corinth was the great temple of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love — It is reported that there were 1,000 female temple prostitutes in this temple alone.

In the centre of Corinth, was the temple of Apollo — god of the arts and homosexuality.

The apostle Paul was writing to a church where sexual immorality was obviously a major battle for the Corinthians in their everyday life discipleship.

Sexual immorality is still a problem for us today.

· Lust - Our hearts get captivated - Jesus said that just having the thought is like doing the act! - illus: Less clothes in summer!
· Unfaithfulness - Adultery is statistically 3rd biggest cause of divorce in UK behind, behaviour, (abuse, neglect, intimidation, control, apathy) and separation.
· Voyeurism - Getting sexual pleasure from watching others (TV/Internet, magazines, strip clubs, porn, peeping tom) - What we see, we desire (Job 31:1) - Guard eyes!
· Promiscuity (having many sexual relationships - Increased teenage pregnancy - Medway has higher rate than the average for South East and the average for UK, 51% teenage pregnancies in Medway end with abortion) - This needs to change!
· Sexual orientation (homosexuality - attraction to same sex) - It may not be a temptation for many in this church but we have to ensure that we let the Bible shape our opinions and not popular culture or liberal thinking.
We need to be so careful that we guard not only our hearts but also our bodies from situations that ultimately will only bring us heartache and despair.

· It is easier to suppress the first desire than to satisfy all that follow it. —Franklin
Some of you here may have already made mistakes in this area during your life, you might even still carry around emotional baggage from it.

For others of you this might even be a current struggle for you now.

I want you to know and to be assured that God has got a way out for you!

13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

Israel displeased God:
3 - BY TESTING HIM (V. 9) - Minds turned away from God

Israel put God to the test. To put God to the ‘test’ is to determine to discover whether he can do something that he says, especially whether he notices sin and is able to punish it. Instead of believing what God said and acting accordingly, they were hell-bent on discovering whether he was really able to execute his promises or warnings.

Illustration - Imagine for a moment you have a child - And you love that child! - But that child is continually naughty, disobedient, taking advantage of your gracious nature - You let things go, hoping the child might change when they see the error of their ways.  But there’s no change! The child's wrong thinking and subsequent actions are effecting its own life and that of everyone else around it.

QUESTION - What are you going to do?

It’s not loving to let the child go through the rest of their life with issues that cause harm to those around them.

The loving thing to do, no matter how much you don’t want to, is to address the behaviour, maybe to bring discipline if that will help bring around the right change - That’s true love!

In doing so you are hoping that the child will see your heart for them, that you love them, and that in return they will love you too for what you are trying to do.

It’s not so much about the behaviour than about the heart.

The behaviour can be right with the heart completely disengaged

But if the heart is right the behaviour will be also.

QUESTION - Is God going to be any different with us? 

Some of the situations some of us may be going through right now could actually be a process that is meant to bring about a change in our thinking, so that we learn to trust God and love him completely rather than test Him!

Israel displeased God:
4 - BY GRUMBLING (v. 10) - Dissatisfied with God 

In grumbling against Moses, God’s servant, they grumbled against God (Num. 14:36–37).

The basic reason for God’s displeasure, however, was their failure to see the spiritual significance of their spiritual privileges which pointed to the Israelites’ proper dependence upon God. Instead they set their hearts on evil things (v. 6; cf. Prov. 4:23).

God had delivered them from the slavery of the Egyptians, he had literally opened up a way where there was no way by bringing a change about in Pharaohs thinking through the 10 plagues of Egypt.

Then another way was made by the parting of the red sea.  God then provided food from heaven and water from rocks for his people, and what did they do throughout the whole process - Complain, grumble, moan!

We are called to be a thankful people, not a complaining people, a people that focus on what we have rather than what we don’t have.

We are to learn from the mistakes of others and also not think that we are fireproof!

11 These things happened to them (the Israelites) as examples and were written down as warnings for us  (idols, sexual immorality, testing God & grumbling/complaining)

The same is also true of the letter to the Corinthians:  

11 These things happened to them (the Corinthians) as examples and were written down as warnings for us (worship, marriage, sexual immorality, status, wisdom, resolving conflict, attitude towards leaders, Godly fathering, lawsuits amongst Christians, conscience)

We would be fools to look at these examples and think that we are beyond or above the same things happening to us.

12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!

It’s easy for us to look at these examples of the Israelites and the Corinthians and think how stupid they were for allowing themselves to be overwhelmed by things not of God, but the reality is the same things apply to us:

1. Allowing our hearts to create idols
2. Allowing ourselves to compromise our sexual morality
3. Testing God in any area and taking advantage of grace
4. Being unthankful and complaining
14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.

There aren’t many times where the Bible recommends that you run!  (Israelites fled from Egypt)

If you don’t run, like the Israelites did, then you will end up back in slavery to your idol, not knowing what real freedom in Christ is.

Idolatry is something that chases us down, it’s mobile, it’s around us, it pursues us and we are to avoid it at all costs because it is deadly and incompatible with our faith.

Explain:

15 I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 

18 Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices participate in the altar? 19 Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s table and the table of demons. 

As we take communion this morning lets make the decision to make God the prominent and pre-eminent thing in our lives:

1 Thessalonians 1:9

turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God
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