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Postured for Revelation

Matthew 16:13-23

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Prophecy

Testimony - Julian staying with Virgos

Julian aware that burnout was close (the backsliding mark)

Julian went to a Roland & Heidi Baker meeting to receive.

Julian responded to a call for prayer (doesn't remember what but just wanted to receive!!!)

Roland prayed for Julian and the power of God came on him so powerfully that his battery on his watch stopped (short circuited)

Biblical word - extasis = ecstasy.

Julian went into a trance, into the presence of God - Both fearful and joyful.

When Mary sees Jesus for the 1st time she was both fearful and joyful.

Saw 2 angels, phenomenally big angels.

He knew it was a moment of destiny for him.

Saw a big bed, grand 4 poster bed, he fell asleep for a few moments.

He physically felt the energy of heaven in him, refreshing him, he felt charged.

He was aware that the presence of God was concentrated in the corner of the room.

He saw an eagle on a perch, a powerful, large eagle that could have destroyed the room.

Julian was aware that he could lose hid life if it got loose.

The eagle represented the prophetic, something thats been on a perch for too long in the church.

For the prophetic to operate fully it needs to fly, it needs to have freedom.
The eagle began to cry out and spread its wings.

Gods intention has never been that man instructions, structures or abilities would restrict the church, but the glory of God would define those things.

Then the eagle flew!

God is restoring to the church a sense of awe and power to the prophetic ministry - Biblical prophetic ministry.

Unpredictable & not safe!

Prophetic Encounters
Mary - I’ve just been told I’m carrying the son of God.

Peter - The earth shakes, the angel wakes Peter - Peter walks off, approaches the church door, they thought it was “only his angel”

Ezekiel - Praying, spirit lifts him by lock of his hair and lifts him to the mountain

Moses - 70 of elders up to mountain - Begin to walk into heaven, a meal prepared (ala God!)

Ezekiel 1 - A moving vision of 4 faces of different animals, wheels within wheels, crazy stuff - What did that look like.

Prophetic encounters are not meant to be safe.

The prophetic revelation is meant to bring a radical change and encounter into peoples lives.

Who do men say that I am (Jeremiah, Elijah? - Peter says - You’re the Christ)

Revelation comes from the Father

All revelation flows from the Father, it comes from the scriptures, it’s objective, it flows.

Jesus isn’t like any of the prophets - He is raised, alive (still speaking!!!)

There won’t be another Christ, there is only one, he is the foundation.

He speaks to us!

The revelation isn’t just a revelation of Christ, it’s also a revelation of who we are, as well as him.  How we fit into things, so out of that revelation we get to build the church and take part.

Revelation is so important.

Book of Acts - Revelation from heaven pioneered the growth of the church.

God arrests the heart of Saul (Paul) - Why do you persecute me? ME? Not the church - When we are persecuted Jesus is persecuted.

Revelation from heaven drew Paul into the Gospel - Not his own intellect, not his wisdom.

1 Corinth 2:9 - No eye has seen, no ear heard, no mind fully knows
Who understand the heart of man? The spirit.

We get to search out the unsearchable - We get to find the depths of Gods hearts.

That is our privilege.  We grab hold of the secret things.

Psalm 25 - The secrets (friendships) of the Lord is for those that fear Him.

That is our privilege.

Proverbs 19 - Glory of God to conceal a matter, the glory of Kings to search it out.

Prophetic revelation is about searching the depths of Gods heart.

There is a heavenly blueprint for Gods church in Medway - We should build to that, not to the blueprints of man.

Get behind me Satan - Mans wisdom is equated to satanic inspiration - We have to have a heavenly perspective to fulfill the heavenly blueprint.

1 - Revelation is sovereignly initiated
God comes close = we get revelation.  It’s not by our work or our efforts, not our fasting, our prayers.  (Titus 2 - Gods grace brings revelation)

God makes the decision to come close

John 14 - Many rooms, we can enter them all

2 -  Revelation begins with the condition of your heart.

Luke 8

Seed falling on the ground - State of our heart

Revelation is meant to grow in your heart.

The state of your heart (soil) will affect the amount of fruit that revelation will produce

We have to make sure our hearts are soft and not hard and ready to receive that which God is pouring out.

Jesus most often rebuked His disciples for their unbelief - Hardness of heart - Compacted soil, trampled on.

Next example is the thorns - Thorns don’t need to be planted or cared for to grow (unlike pretty flowers)

We have to do business with God in getting rid of the stuff that strangles and causes pain (bitterness, unforgiveness)

3 - Train our senses

Hebrews 5:14 - Learn to discern between good and evil by training our physical senses.

Many have learned to discern evil but aren’t trained in recognizing the presence of God.

Luke 5:17

No miracles had been performed yet but Luke still is aware that the presence of God is present to heal.

If we don’t learn to train our senses then we may miss out on what God is doing.

We need to study and meditate on biblical enounters

- What did John see when the heavens were torn open?

- What did Moses see (Clouds and fire)

- Isaiah saw the Lord

- Ezekiel was pulled up

- Daniel saw the mouths of Lions closed

- Shadrach, Meshakh & Abednigo walked into the fire

If all these happened in OC then what can we experience in the fullness of the NC?
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