Kingdom Attitudes
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Ok - Good morning!

My names Gordon, I’m part of the Leadership Team here at Medway Family Church and I’ve got the wonderful privilege of speaking this morning.

Our current preaching series, which started at the beginning of the year, is made up of 3 separate topics.

1 - Worship the King

2 - Living as the Kings People

3 - Fulfilling the Kings Mission

2 - Living as the Kings People


- 1 - Being Influenced by the Spirit


- 2 - Kingdom Attitudes

As I was deciding which verse to focus on for this message I just kept getting overwhelmed by a feeling that God was saying something to me - To live as His people we have to know who He is and that because God is perfectly sovereign His Kingdom will perfectly reflect who He is and his character.

So I decided that Matthew 20 would be a great chapter to focus in on.

It’s the parable of the master and his vineyard.

We will look at some ways in which the Kingdom operates and pick up on some of the attitudes it reveals.

STORY ONE

Man on a train - Kids playing - Father doing nothing - Man getting irate - Conversation starts - Man apologises for kids behaviour - Wife died 2 days earlier

STORY TWO

Lee Parsons - Prophetic Words - Been at church 5 mins and greedily takes all the prophetic words - How dare he!

Definition: Attitude

a person's perspective (way of seeing things) toward a specified target and way of saying and doing things

Our attitudes are fundamental to who we are!

They are our perspectives on life - They define us!

Matthew 20:1-16

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

I love parables - Parables are great!

I especially love this parable - On the surface it seems quite simple, talking about justice and equality - But upon more reflection it reveals much more about the Fathers heart and His gracious nature towards all whom believe.

Ok - So I’m going to start off by working through this parable - verse by verse - and I want to share with you some of my thoughts on it.

Verse 1

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

So the 1st thing to note here is that this whole parable is talking about the nature of the Kingdom.

The very purpose of Jesus telling this parable is to reveal the Kingdom & its ways.

It depicts God the Father as the master (a good one at that) who is looking to recruit workers for His vineyard.

Interestingly elsewhere in the bible the term vineyard is used several times, particularly in parables (another 2 parables alone in Matthew 21 and many times in Isaiah) and it’s usage represents - the activity, of the Kingdom of Heaven, in this world.
So God (the master of the house) is looking for people (that’s you and me) that will cultivate His Kingdom here upon the earth.

I was quite stirred when Julian Adams came and spoke to us over the course of a weekend and he kept emphasizing the fact that heaven isn’t were we go when we die, but it’s here, it’s now - The curtain has been torn and we have full access and that’s what this parable is describing, the here and now of the Kingdom of heaven upon the earth.

Verse 2

After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard.

agreeing = (Greek) symphōneō = to agree with one in making a bargain
The labourers felt that they had got a good deal, a bargain infact!

Bargain = offered far more cheaply than is usual or expected - A great deal!

denarius = a days wages 

(the exact amount isn’t important as this parable isn’t talking about economic principles)

These 1st recruits go on and work for the whole day - It says in Verse 12 - us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.

These guys are hard workers!!!
You might possibly know one of these types of people - Or you might even be one!

These are the ones that are there before everyone else, up before sunrise, waiting in the market place, ready to go.

I’m going to refer to these guys as WORKHORSES.
Verse 3-4

3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 

third hour  = 9am - How do we know that?
· The start of the day would start at sunrise (approx 6am)
· So when they say the third hour they mean 3 hours after 6am
· So the third hour would be 9am!
idle = (Greek) argos = shunning the labour which one ought to perform.

These guys should have been doing something, were they at leisure or just loafing around?
“whatever is right I will give you” - These workers don’t even agree a wage, these guys are just pleased that they have been offered employment for whatever amount of time remains in the day.

The master makes them a promise - They will receive whatever is fair! - They trust him and go straight in without any further discussion.

At this point I feel It is hugely important for us to understand that although this parable isn’t talking strictly about economic principles it is actually spoken into a cultural economic context.
The Jewish historian Josephus in his records states this parable was spoken into an age of unemployment.  There was a degree of economic crisis in the land - It’s fair to say that.

These people wouldn’t of had any form of state security to fall back on and there certainly wouldn’t be any trade unions to protect the rights of the workers.

Quite literally an employer was completely free and able to do as they pleased, or as it says in Verse 15 “Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?”
Has anyone here seen Billy Elliot?

Coal miners going to the gate for work each day.

Verses 5-7

5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’

	sixth hour
	 = 12pm

	ninth hour
	= 3pm

	11TH HOUR PEOPLE
	= 5pm!!!


Masters Question: 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?

11TH HOUR Answer:
‘Because no one has hired us.’

But is it any surprise that they hadn’t been hired???
I mean, they could have been in the marketplace at 6am, 9am, 12pm, or even 3pm

But that’s the point - They weren’t there!
What were they doing all day?  They weren’t standing in the marketplace all day were they?

If they had been then the master of the house would have seen them and invited them in like he did with all the others.

The fact of the matter is that they weren’t there, they weren’t available.

They had given themselves to something other than being available to be in the vineyard.

Sadly this is a trap that many of us can fall into.

Adam spoke last week of being under the influence of different things than the Spirit.  It could be money, friends, family, food, time, work, alcohol, drugs or a number of other things.

This is the trap that these 11TH HOUR PEOPLE people have fallen into - They have been under the influence of something else.  They had given themselves to something else.

Perhaps, like the coal miners in Billy Elliot , they are used to being overlooked - They had just given up hope of ever being chosen and being chosen by the master of the house.
In fact they didn’t go out into the marketplace until such a time as they were sure that the master of the house would no longer employ anyone.

The working day would finish at 6pm (around sundown) so it would be unheard of for an employer to be searching the marketplace for more workers just an hour before clocking off time.
But the master still went out to find them, he had never given up on them - He never gives up on us!

God searches out these people.  He isn’t fazed by the fact that they have made decisions that have distanced themselves from him. 

He just keeps going out, hour after hour, to invite people into His Kingdom (vineyard), regardless of their previous employment history or track record.

STORY
I remember when I 1st became a Christian I felt like I didn’t match up to all the people that were around me.  They all seemed to have their lives in order.

They seemed stable, reliable and had something inside them that seemed to satisfy them, deep down satisfy them.

I felt intimidated by their light, I felt like I wasn’t good enough.  And this just got worse the more I got to know people, the more I got involved in things.

My problem was my attitude, my perspectives were wrong.
You see the problem was that I didn’t know I was forgiven, I didn’t know I had been chosen 

Just like these 11TH HOUR PEOPLE - I didn’t know I was a son, that I was wanted!

Some of the things I would think to myself:

· Why would God choose me?
· What have I got to offer?     What could I offer God that He didn’t already have!
· What use could I be to God?
I mean, everything I’ve ever done had turned to nothing!
I guess I had a pretty low opinion of myself, my perspective of myself was bad. 

But the great thing is God didn’t have the same perspective - Because He knew who I was and what I was!

The problem was my attitude, not His!    -     I didn’t know I was a son.

I knew everyone else was a son, or a daughter...   but I didn’t know that I was!

Read all of this passage

Verses 8-12

8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’

v9 - when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius = Can you imagine how happy these guys must have been??

They had avoided working for the bulk of the day, the kindness and generosity of the master outworked itself when he went out to employ them for a little under an hour and then what did they get paid??

A whole denarius!!!
That’s a great deal - It’s no wonder that the WORKHORSES who had been there for the a whole 12 hour shift supposed that they would get more.

But they didn’t!!!

*** Question - “Is this fair?” ***

I think if I was one of the WORKHORSES then I might possibly have had some questions as well.
I might possibly have said:

“How dare these guys get given the saem treatment as me, I’ve done far more than them, and then to cap it all off you keep me waiting for me to get my reward, what that all about!!!”
Well I guess the answer to “Is this fair?” completely depends on your attitude or your perspective.

If you are the person that’s just received much more than really was ever to be expected then you would be overjoyed.

However if you were the one that had just put in 12 times as much effort and you saw them getting the same as you then it might not seem fair if your attitude was that everyone should get rewarded as per their efforts.

But we can see from this parable that God doesn’t reward us as per our efforts but as per His grace. - Our perspective is to be trained on Him, not ourselves.

But someone really needs to tell that to the WORKHORSES before they say something they might regret!

but I fear it’s far too late!
· 1st point - Attitude of humility
· 2nd Point - Attitude of thankfulness
· 3rd Point - Attitude of generosity.
v12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’

1st point - Attitude of humility

Who is the ultimate son?  Who knows they are a son above every other son?

Jesus!

Can you imagine Jesus making this statement in verse 12?

“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.”

This isn’t the reaction of someone that has got a Kingdom Attitude!

This isn’t the reaction of a son!

Jesus knew he was a son and he kept an attitude of humility with those around him - Never was he full of his own self importance.  He had the right attitude / perspective.

The New Testament is packed full of examples of the importance of having an attitude of humility.

Think of the parable of the Prodigal Son 

The WORKHORSES are the older brother.

The 11TH HOUR PEOPLE however are like the younger brother.
It says in 1 Peter 5:5 that
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
The WORKHORSES : proud (not grace motivated)
God opposes them and tries to humble them in His response to their questioning. 

Answers a question with a question! - So they answer!

The 11TH HOUR PEOPLE/younger brother is humble
Grace is when we get what we don’t deserve.

God demonstrates His perfect grace to the 11TH HOUR PEOPLE.

He invites them into something they don’t deserve and don’t expect.

They are humble, they don’t demand anything!

STORY - PAGE 161

Applications: (Humility)

Here are a few suggestions on practicing humility:

1 - Husbands - Love your wives - Practice humility and put their needs before your own!

2 - At work - Don’t feel the need to be right all the time and prove your point!
There are times when swallowing one's pride is particularly difficult and any intentions of humility fly out the window, as we get engaged in a contest of perfection, each side seeking to look good. If you find yourself in such no-win situations, consider developing some strategies to ensure that the circumstances don't lead you to lose your grace.

Try this sometimes: just stop talking and allow the other person to be in the limelight. There is something very liberating in this strategy.
3 - Letting someone ahead of you in line when you see they're in a hurry
4 - Working in a homeless shelter or soup kitchen, serving people!

5 - Mopping the floor or some other crummy job when you actually have seniority - There are lots of opportunities to do this sort of stuff here!

Humility is all about serving! - Like Jesus washing disciples feet!

2nd Point - Attitude of thankfulness
13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 

Friend, I am doing you no wrong - Did you not agree with me?

In the face of the accusations of the disgruntled WORKHORSES God firstly addresses their wrong perspective of Him and reminds them of what happened just 12 hours earlier:

Friend - God’s your friend, don’t forget that!

Why are you questioning me and accusing me of unfairness?
The problem isn’t that God is being unfair to them, it’s that they’re not seeing Him as He is - Their viewpoint has been twisted somehow.  Our attitude towards Him is wrong.

We can lose sight about the fact that first and fore-mostly God is our Friend.

He is doing you no wrong, He is for you, not against you.

At no time will the Father ever let you down.

No matter how bad the situation you may find yourself in may be or might look right now, or in the future, God is there, He is with you.  He is your Friend.

agree = (Greek) symphōneō = to agree with one in making a bargain
The laborers originally felt that they had got a good deal, a bargain in-fact!

Charles Spurgeon says:

“At the sight of great grace envious hearts grow sour!”
God is fair and faithful - He never short changes people.  He gave them exactly what they were happy to receive only a few hours earlier yet now they are displeased because someone else has received the same!  They had forgotten and as a result become unthankful for what they had received.

God at no time will he ever do anything other than what He has promised.

Many of us can get into a pattern of going on at God about what he isn’t doing rather than being thankful for what He is doing.

I personally became aware of this in my own prayer life very recently.   (DAVE KING)
I noticed that most of my prayers centered around reminding God what He wasn’t doing rather than giving Him thanks for what He was doing.

JOKE

In Budapest, a man goes to the rabbi and complains, "Life is unbearable. There are nine of us living in one room. What can I do?" The rabbi answers, "Take your goat into the room with you." The man in incredulous, but the rabbi insists. "Do as I say and come back in a week." A week later the man comes back looking more distraught than before. "We cannot stand it," he tells the rabbi. "The goat is filthy." The rabbi then tells him, "Go home and let the goat out. And come back in a week." A radiant man returns to the rabbi a week later, exclaiming, "Life is beautiful. We enjoy every minute of it now that there's no goat"
This man became thankful because his attitude changed.

As we get a Kingdom Attitude we will be more thankful.

Thankfulness is an inward decision to express appreciation, and being thankful is the outward expression of this decision.

Applications: (thankfulness)

1 - Be thankful - It’s just that simple - Be appreciative.

2 - In the car when someone lets you out - Give them a flash.

3 - At church - Say thank you to those that serve you, welcome tea, refreshment team, group leaders, Adam & Julian.

3rd Point - Attitude of generosity.
v15 - Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?

Or do you begrudge my generosity?

Another way of putting it is:

“Has your attitude or way of thinking turned bad because I am displaying my character.”

Don’t begrudge this other person my generosity!
Would you deny me the privilege of blessing other people?
Deep down we’ve all got problems with our hearts, or with our perspectives of God.

Not one of us has a perfect understanding of who He is and His perfect nature.

When we have a Kingdom Attitude it will make us more like the master of the vineyard.

earlier Definition: Attitude

a person's perspective (way of seeing things) toward a specified target and way of saying and doing things

So as we develop a Kingdom Attitude our actions will change more towards:

Applications: (Generosity)

· Overlooking wrongs
· Forgiving people
· Giving time or money to things other than ourselves
· Share more with others
· Practicing hospitality
STORY

Shortly after World War II came to a close, Europe began picking up the pieces. Much of the Old Country had been ravaged by war and was in ruins. Perhaps the saddest sight of all was that of little orphaned children starving in the streets of those war-torn cities.

Early one chilly morning an American soldier was making his way back to the barracks in London. As he turned the corner in his jeep, he spotted a little lad with his nose pressed to the window of a pastry shop. Inside the cook was kneading dough for a fresh batch of doughnuts.

The hungry boy stared in silence, watching every move. The soldier pulled his jeep to the curb, stopped, got out and walked quietly over to where the little fellow was standing. 

Through the steamed-up window he could see the mouth-watering morsels as they were being pulled from the over, piping hot. The boy salivated and released a slight groan as he watched the cook place them onto the glass-enclosed counter ever so carefully.

The soldier's heart went out to the nameless orphan as he stood beside him. "Son...would you like some of those?" The boy was startled. "Oh, yeah...I would!" The American stepped inside and bought a dozed, put them in a bag, and walked back to where the lad was standing in the foggy cold of the London morning. He smiled, held out the bag, and said simply: "Here you are."

As he turned to walk away, he felt a tug on his coat. He looked back and heard the child ask quietly: "Mister...are you God?"
We are never more like God than when we give. "God so loved the world, that he gave..."

I guess that’s the true display of a Kingdom Attitude!
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