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Intro

Hello

Welcome guests & visitors

This is our new teaching series on 1 Corinthians - Adam, our lead elder started last week.

PLAY AUDIO CLIP OF ADAM FROM LAST WEEK

Background

1 Corinthians:

Where is Corinth?

Greece - City like Johannesburg in SA - Lively & diverse

When is it written?

AD53-55 - Written near the end of Paul’s 3 year stay in Ephesus

Why was the letter written?

The church is fragmenting into factions based around status - Paul makes a call for unity and humility as a true expression of love for one another in Christ

Highlight similarities between Corinth & 21st Century Medway culture

(referring to Adam - 1 Cor 1:1-17)

· (v13) X-factor type celebrity culture (I follow Paul, Apollos, Cephas/Peter)
· A bit like us saying I follow Bill Johnson, Mark Driscoll or Joel Osteen
(Pope Benedict 16th?)

· A raising up of man and celebrity/cult status
· People wanted someone to follow (those with status)
· Everyone wanted to be somebody important  (people wanted status)
Very similar to the culture we find in 21st century Medway

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 ESV

TITLE - What defines your status?

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 ESV

[18] For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. [19] For it is written,       


“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,



and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

 
[20] Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. [22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 


[26] For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. [27] But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; [28] God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, [29] so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. [30] And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, [31] so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Explain - What defines our status?

A chapter of contrasts:

· perishing - saved
· foolishness - wisdom
· weakness - strength
· things that are - things that are not (high and low terms of status)
In todays modern world many people are obsessed with status.

It may be the status of others, like celebrities or it may be our own status or the status of our friends or family.

Some of us don’t even realise it but the way we feel about ourselves and the way we feel about other people is actually influenced by how we define status in one way or another.

You may not be aware of it but the world is always looking to categorise you, to put you into a box, so you know where you fit in society, so you know your place...

Examples of status:

Poor - Rich    -   Financial
Young - Old    -   Age
Happy - Sad    -   Emotional
Single - Married - Divorced - Separated - Engaged    -   Marital
Employed - Unemployed - Self Employed   -   Employment/Job
Black - White - Mixed Race - Asian - Oriental - European  -    Race/Ethnicity
Pretty - Ugly    -   Looks   (really unfortunate - pretty ugly!)

Social Networking sites?

Show of hands - Twitter
Show of hands - Facebook
On websites like these people can display to the world their own defined ‘Status’

Mark Driscoll - “A nobody telling everybody about somebody”

Gordon Watson - “Praying that God speaks to people this morning”

Griff Crouch

1 - Out shopping in Bluewater with Pam for a dress - Out of stock - Urgent Prayer needed!

2 - In Lakeside (Essex!)

3 - Losing the will to live!

No one defines my Facebook status other than me, so it’s not really a fair indication of my true status, it is a self imposed status.

_____________

At this point I feel it may be helpful to have a look at:

Dictionary definition - STATUS
the official classification given to a person, people group, country, or organisation, determining their rights or their responsibilities

Your status is something that’s official, this isn’t made up, it’s authentic, it’s true and apparently it determines your position and also, more importantly, your rights and your responsibilities as a result of that position!!!

Status is something that is pretty influential, and it can be influential in either a positive or a negative way.

2 Points

1 - Don’t look to the world for your status?
[18] For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. [19] For it is written,       


“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,



and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

 
[20] Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. [22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

v18 - the word of the cross - What is it?
Answer: [23] but we preach Christ crucified
The word of the cross = The message of Jesus Christ dying on the cross for our sin -The Gospel message!

Everywhere you look in our society you will see images and messages that are contrary to the word of the cross.

· TV programmes telling you who you have to be
· Adverts saying what you have to buy
· Billboards showing what you should look like
People on the street might say:

· Christianity is pointless!
· It’s a dead religion!
· Without Christianity the world would be a better place!
· It’s a load of old mumbo-jumbo!
· I’m sorry but I can’t believe in something I can’t see!
...but God, in His wisdom, chose not to work in a way that the world would recognise...

And we can see that here in verses 22-24:

[22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

Jews   [22] For Jews demand signs
· Bad news for Jews, the sign they were expecting was a powerful victorious saviour! (v22)
Galatians 3:13 ESV

[13] Christ redeemed (freed) us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 

They were looking for a glorious King, like King David, one that would slay hundreds of thousands, throw out the Roman oppressors and bring dignity and freedom back to the people of Israel and gain control again over their land.

Jesus hanging on the cross is offensive to them - It is the opposite of what they are looking for!

Jesus is a man despised, rejected, set apart with the worst of society, dying the most shameful death possible, a cursed man - That is not a sign for them, that is not power, that’s weakness!

Greeks   [22] ...and Greeks seek wisdom
· The Greeks sought wisdom & human progress - The cross was the complete opposite of progress - One of the most barbaric forms of execution there had ever been.
The Greeks were philosophers - They wanted to understand the meanings and origins of life and human nature.  How we interact and respond to the world around us.

They were interested in the big questions facing humanity!

They were even interested in the notion of God, but not a God that would work in such a barbaric way as what happened at the cross! - This isn’t progress, it’s ridiculous, it’s fololishness, it’s barbaric and a massive step back for the advancement of human civilisation and society - The cross isn’t the answer, it’s not progress, it’s a joke (folly)!

[20] Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?    (wisdom, books and all the debates)
If God is wise then surely in His wisdom there must be a better way than the cross?

_____________________

And that frankly is exactly where many people are in our society today.

People reject the cross because they are offended by it - Their minds can’t comprehend it!

To most people the cross is just a religious symbol, it holds no meaning in it’s shame as a means of death but it highlights peoples personal need to recognise that they are in need of a saviour.

The Corinthians lived in a post-modern society - A place where people had many differing beliefs that had all become blended together and people could pick and choose ‘their own personal way’ - Their own personal God. 

There was no such thing as universal truth - Our society is the same - Political correctness tells us there is no one true way to God - All roads can lead to God - One faith is no more right or wrong than another and all faiths should be treated with that in mind.

And just because the message of the cross is rejected as foolishness it doesn’t make it any less true - It is the true demonstration of :.
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[24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

Application

If we allow the world to define our status we can be led into many different snares and traps:

We can end up buying into the hype of who the world tells us we should be.

1 - We could become those that get obsessed with how our lives look to others:

Putting a high value in having the latest clothes, newest car, best gadgets, right postcode or latest tv.

Having any or all of these things is ok and there’s nothing wrong on the face of it but it’s very subtle (insidious) and we may just end up trying to keep up with the Jones's because of us chasing status.

2 - We might be those that attribute negative status to others before we even get to know them. (This is judging others!)
We might write others off as not our cup of tea or give people a wide berth

God may actually be presenting you with an opportunity to extend grace to a lonely person and make a new friend.

3 - (v20 debater)  We may end up getting into debates with others that actually don’t help breed unity but are actually just trying to score points in front of others so we are victorious winners - Office politics!!!

2 - Look to Jesus for your true status!  Righteousness, sanctification, redemption (v30-31)

[30] And because of him you are in Christ Jesus (status), who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, [31] so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”


Illus - Jose Mourinho = The Special One! - Boasted about himself - Got a lot of favour in the worlds eyes with reporters, fans, players, media, sponsors...

· What do we boast about?  Ourselves, our job, our own abilities, our family, our finances.
· We should boast about Christ (v31) and everything he has done for us.
· Luke 6:45 ESV
The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks

_________________________________

Jesus is our wisdom, and like we’ve already heard He is very different from earthly wisdom.

In the world what matters is how intellectual, influential or high up in society you are.

[26] For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.

But what matters to God is:

· Righteousness
· Sanctification (Holiness, purity)
· Redemption (Freedom)
The only way we receive these things is by being in Jesus Christ (v30) - We can’t earn or acquire these terms of status in any way other way than when they are freely given in Christ.

1 - Righteousness (We are righteous!)

Self righteousness = obnoxious, gets up peoples noses - offends people

“Giving it the big I am” - A bit like Jose Mourinho

Gods righteousness means we are right with God, we are in right standing with Him.

It sounds self-righteous for us to say “I am in right standing with God - I am righteous”

Personal story/testimony - Application

Before I was a Christian I was in a real mess...

8 years ago God spoke to a confused and suicidal 23 year old with alcohol, drug, lust, anger and financial problems and God in His wisdom changed the direction of my life considerably.

God revealed Himself to me, I gave my life to Christ and 8 years later I’m standing here, it’s kind of funny really!

God say’s I’m acceptable to Him - Amazing!

QUESTION - Why did God do that?

ANSWER - Because it pleases Him - Because it brings Him glory!!!

In our weakness God can reveal His strength!

Are you feeling like a mess this morning - The Corinthians were messy!

Do you feel disconnected from others, do you feel out of place?

God says that if you have received Jesus Christ as your saviour then you are right with Him!
You have been clothed in Christ's righteousness.

Not because of anything you have done but because of what Jesus has done your status is now righteous!

2 - Sanctification (We are holy, pure!)

After I became a Christian I still had a lot of baggage that I was carrying around that made me feel really heavy, it weighed down on me - Like I wasn’t good enough.

I was full of guilt and condemnation for some of the things I had done to other people, to friends and to family.

I also felt shameful for some of the things that had happened to me.

I certainly didn’t feel holy!

Application

You might feel lousy because of things you have done in your past or had done to you in your life.

You may be tormented by guilt or condemnation - Thoughts may plague you about that which you have done, or a sense of shame for things that others have done to you.

QUESTION: “If only people knew, how can I fit in, how can I relate”

ANSWER: The Gospel says that your status is that YOU - ARE - PURE!

Gods grace has dealt with that stuff.

In God’s wisdom you get the purity or holiness of Christ given to you through Jesus death on the cross.

Gods Holy Spirit will start to work in your life and you will find you begin to look at yourself and the world around you with completely new eyes.

Everything that has happened to us is able to be gently drawn from us - Like poison from a wound.

God looks at you and doesn't see shame, he sees purity, He sees holiness.

3 - Redemption (We are redeemed!)

The bible tells us that without Christ we are slaves to sin!

Question - Do you feel trapped? by life, by circumstances you have no control over, by your job.

Jesus has redeemed us - The Gospel shouts Freedom over you!  You have been bought at a great cost.

We were mastered by sinfulness and death - We are now mastered by God and given life.

We have been bought by Jesus Christ and given liberty by Him - It cost Jesus everything.

It cost His life - He gave Himself up for us!

We have been purchased for a purpose - God has plans for us - A hope and a future for each one of you - We are called to serve God and reveal Him to the world around us.

Application

Before I was a Christian I thought I was the man, I thought I had true freedom...

I took all the drugs I wanted, drank all the drink I wanted, I had lots of different relationships.

But after a while the freedom that I thought I was enjoying started to destroy me and became like a prison cell.

I started to believe a lie that I had no value.  I had no purpose. There was no point in my existence.  I began to have really dark thoughts and believed that the world was better off without me, that no one would notice if I just vanished one night - I was trapped!

This morning you might be thinking that you have no value or worth - The Gospel says you are redeemed - You are free - You are not a slave.

God says you are valuable, you have a purpose - Your status is that God created you and God doesn’t create rubbish! - SMILE!!!
God says you are invaluable - You have a destiny, you have meaning!!!

________________________________

[31] so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Lets boast not in ourselves and our own achievements, lets boast in Jesus and what He has done!

POINT

Some of you may have fallen into the Jose Mourinho thing where you feel you have to talk yourself up all the time to get noticed, to be raised up. (maybe in the workplace, or among friends)

“I’ve done this, I’ve done that”  “I’m gonna do this, I’m gonna do that!”

You may even speak badly about those that are around you to raise your status above theirs, to improve your chances of being seen or noticed.

Let’s be really careful and aware of how we speak.  How we act with others.

[31] so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Lets boast not in ourselves and our own achievements, lets boast in Him and what He has done!

In the worlds eyes your contribution may be worthless, but God can use it to bring Him glory.
In light of these things we can only boast in the truly special one!!!

The things of the world, nobility, celebrity, personal achievement, personal status - Ultimately they are worthless.

Have your status defined by God:

· Righteous
· Pure
· Free
Don’t be deceived into chasing after anything other than these.

Don’t be deceived into believing you have to have your status defined by the world.

PRAY
- 1 -
- 1 -
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